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31945: Junior class officers--Bill Hensold, Regina Daws, Paul Murphy,
Betty Hartshorn, Mr . C. O. Johnson, and President Bill Shouse.

1938: home football game.

1978: Gayle Brandon in a track relay race.

1913 basketball team: Loring (mgr .), English, Burger ,
Johnson, Skadden, Mick, Hahne, & Brown.
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Mrs. Marla Bauerle-Hill was named the new Principal of Danville High School,
effective July 1, 2006, at the April 26, 2006, Danville District #118 Board of Education
meeting. Mrs. Bauerle-Hill, DHS assistant principal from 2001-2004, has most
recently served as Principal of Northeast Magnet School, Danville’s balanced
calendar school. A native of Imperial, Nebraska, Mrs. Bauerle-Hill earned her
bachelor’s degree from Kearney State College and her master’s and specialist’s
degrees from Eastern Illinois University. After teaching home economics for eight
years at Northeast High School in Lincoln, NE, Mrs. Bauerle-Hill relocated to
Illinois and taught home economics at DHS from 1981-1982, Oakwood Township
High School from 1982-1992, and Champaign Centennial High School from 1992-
1994. Returning to DHS in 1994 as a health teacher, she was named as assistant
principal of DHS in 2001. During her three year tenure as assistant principal at
DHS, she was in charge of special education then attendance; she was key in
the implementation of the new attendance program that saw DHS’ attendance
rate raise five percent in just one year. The last two years, she served successfully
as Principal of Northeast Magnet School, one of east central Illinois’ most
successful elementary schools; parent involvement is key at Northeast where

each student’s family must volunteer 26 hours of volunteer work at the school annually. Married to DHS’
athletic director, Terry Hill (’68), she is step-mother to Courtney Hemker and Jeremy Hill. Mrs. Bauerle-Hill is
approaching her new assignment with enthusiasm: “I am very excited about returning to Danville High School
to carry on the traditions and help students to continue to achieve academic success. Danville High School
offers many opportunities for our young people and I am thrilled to be able to be a part of their experiences. I
look forward to working with and sharing Viking Pride with the students, staff, parents, and alumni of Danville
High School.” Mrs. Bauerle-Hill’s administrative team includes: Ms. Tracy Cherry, Associate Principal; Mr.
Mark Lindvahl, Assistant Principal; and Ms. Sharon Phillips, Assistant Principal.

Chad Simpson (’06) is the latest in a long line of family members
who has contributed to  Danville High School’s rich and storied
tennis tradition. Simpson, a talented, multi-sport athlete, decided
to focus solely on tennis after his freshman year in 2003 and
successfully completed his tennis career at DHS by making
significant waves in last May’s Illinois high school boys’ tennis
tourney by finishing seventh in the state in singles. This all-state
tennis player in previous state tourneys placed 17th in singles as a
junior and sixth place in doubles as a sophomore. As a sophomore,
Simpson was a member of the DHS tennis team that earned third
place in the state. Simpson, an honors graduate, also distinguished
himself in the classroom, earning 25 college credits before his graduation from DHS
on May 28, while maintaining an “A” average. Son of former DHS tennis star Scott
Simpson (’70) and Kim Simpson, Simpson hails from a family that has worn the
maroon and white on the DHS tennis courts for nearly four decades. Besides his
father who finished ninth in the state in 1970, the following members of Simpson’s
family have been top members of former DHS tennis squads: Amy Simpson (’02),
sister; Tara Simpson (’00), sister; Tom Simpson (’77), uncle; Kerry Simpson Showers
(’80), aunt; and Steve Moe (’80), uncle. Simpson’s grandparents, Bill (’45) and Pat
Nelson Simpson (’49), played tennis as adults and his great-uncle, Bruce Nelson
(’65), served as DHS tennis coach and is a retired DHS assistant principal. Chad
Simpson has been awarded a full scholarship to attend Liberty University in Lynchburg,
VA, where he is studying counseling/family services and will play tennis.

Marla Bauerle-Hill
Principal

Danville High School

Ms. Cherry

Simp son Places 7th in S tate Tennis T ournament

Ms. Phillips

Mr. Lindvahl

Chad
Simpson (‘06)

Nancy Maggart (‘70) was the
1969-70 Spirit Viking
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DHS Looks to ‘06 Homecoming

Deanna and Don Witzel and Mike Hulvey (‘83), CEO of
Neuhoff Broadcasting, have made significant
contributions to the track.

Josh Mervis (‘87) presents a $25,000 check to Bill Wayland (‘42), “Let’s Get on Track” c
Nanette Mellen, District 118 Superintendent, and Cheri Hand, District 118 Foundation.

Calling all DHS alumni! Homecoming is fast approaching! Please
mark October 20 on your calendars! All alumni and friends are
welcome to attend the annual Homecoming football game when the
Danville Vikings host the Ironmen of Normal Community High School
at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, October 20, at Ned Whitesell Field. B.J.
Luke (’72), our head coach, and his squad have promised a warm
welcome for our honored rival that evening. Before the game,
Danville High School will recognize the 1976 DHS Viking football
team that finished second in the state and won the Big 12
championship on the 30th anniversary of its exceptional

accomplishments. Members of the 1976 squad
have been invited to attend and many are
expected to be present. The Homecoming court
and the King and Queen will be presented
during the Homecoming parade. Hope to see you at Whitesell Field on October 20! This is the 60th
annual homecoming of the modern era at Danville High School. We have searched in the school
archives to see how homecoming was revived and found the following article from the Maroon & White
(October 30, 1950) that explains how homecoming returned at DHS:

“How many of you know what ‘Clancy’s Party’ was about? Well, read on, my children, and you will find out. It all
started in 1946 when Clarence Leverenz, editor of the Maroon & White, was lazily reading a Homecoming article
from an exchange article from Lincoln High. ‘Why can’t we have something like that?’ he thought. ‘I think I’ll write
an article and try to revive the homecoming in DHS.’ After a talk with Mr. R.M. Duffin, principal, he wrote his
article. Two weeks later, Mr. Duffin met Clancy in the hall and asked, ‘What happened to your homecoming
idea?’ Thus spurred, Clarence went to the Student Council and demanded action. He got it. Result – Homecoming
was set for the night of the Streator basketball game. After the date was settled, plans went along with a big
bang. School was dismissed at 2:20 and the Alums were to put on a Stunt Show in the auditorium. A tea was
given by the Girls’ Club and trophies and old Medleys were put on exhibit. A special edition of the M & W was put
on sale (We lost money on the deal!). Jean Theuer ruled as Queen. At half time, all of the former basketball
captains were introduced. This is the story of ‘Clancy’s Party.’ But way back in the Raging 1920s in 1924 (that
was the first year of the new building), Homecoming was held during Christmas vacation. At this time the athletes

were presented their letters. An alumni and varsity basketball game was played in 1927. The alums even had their own cheerleaders
and rooting section. George Burow could tell you about this as he graduated that year. DHS had Homecoming as far back as 1905.
At the time Leverenz revived the idea, however, there had been no homecoming for 16 years.”

Back row: Trainer L. Piper, Coach F. Luzenske, D. Walker, S. Ellis, K. Pearson, D. Grzesiek, S. Fermon, E. Glapion, J. Gummere, T. Bruns, R. Fagot, J. Chapman,
T. Osborn, C. Kinney, Coach J. Fogleman. Row 3: Mascot C. Osborn, Coach G. Schildt, J. Leconte, S. Wylie, T. Butcher, P. March, M. Cerasi, T. Goings, G. Micou,
R. Cooper, A. Marbury, L. Lucas, B. Bowman, S. McNeal, R. Elam, Coach J. Woodard, Head Coach P. Shebby. Row 2: Manager B. Atwood, M. Dickson, R. Jones,
S. Atkinson, W. Cotton, J. Delzell, M. Stimac, D. Powell, N. Luke, D. Ward, T. Guy, J. Delzell, T. Rosdail, R. Warren, D. Wilbourn. Row 1: B. Travis, W. Jones, S.
Strader, K. Bott, K. Gentry, P. Beagle, D. Mullins, P. Sutter, J. West, L. Chestnut, D. Potts, P. Rose, F. Bourn, S. McKinney, Manager J. Sheahan.

1976 DHS football team - 2nd Place in the State (4A) & Big 12 Champions--to be honored at 2006 Homecoming game.

Clarence
“Clancy”

Leverenz (‘47)
revived DHS

Homecoming.

DHS 2004 Homecoming
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Jack Six: Internationally -

Jack Six (‘48)

Director W . B. Holl and the senior orchestra, 1948; Jack Six and his bass are in the far right of the back row .

Editor’s note : This article
was compiled from archival
Commercial-News articles
as well as from the written
responses provided by Mr.
Jack Six to questions
posed by Maroon & White
Extra! in August, 2006.

The parents of Jack Six
(’48) obtained their son
a trumpet on a lease-
purchase agreement
while he was a student
at Roselawn School.
H is  in terest  in  the
instrument was further

cultivated by his elementary instrumental music
teacher, Mr. Charles Handley. Six’s mom and dad
then had an unexpected problem – he practiced
so much that his parents had to intermittently
encourage him to do something else. The trumpet
was the first of four instruments (bass horn, electric
bass, trumpet, and string bass) that Six learned to
play and mastered to perfection. Six’s dedication
to and love of music and performing led to a lifelong
career in music, particularly jazz. Playing bass for
the Dave Brubeck Quartet, Jack Six has traveled
the  wor ld ,  p layed  in  coun t less  venues ,  and
entertained countless people, including some of the
world’s most famous individuals.

Profiled as leader of the DHS band in the Maroon & White
of March 3, 1947, Six’s future in music was accurately
foreshadowed. A mainstay of Mr. W.B. Holl’s full and swing
bands, Jack Six was the DHS Band president his junior
year as well as of the Crescendo Club. Through his
performance at the Big 12 concert, he won a scholarship
to the Deerwood Adirondack Music Academy. When
asked about his remembrances regarding Mr. Holl, Six
related: “I remember Mr. Holl’s constant quest for
excellence in both performance and musicality in general.
He was the consummate musician with a long history as
a professional. He introduced us to the music of the great
composers which we performed in our concerts. He made
that music as familiar to us as the Beatles music became
years later…I think Mr. Holl and his son, Bill (Dr. J.W.
Holl) had the greatest influence on my love of music and
desire to make it my life work. Bill was leader of a swing
band and he asked me to join. At age 14, my first big
band! This was a great education for what came later in
my life.”  Besides band, Six’s extra-curricular involvement
included being a member of the school’s wrestling team.
In the 1947 school newspaper article, Six was looking
forward to that year’s Moments Musical since all of the
boys in the band would be dressed as pirates in colorful
regalia. While at DHS, he played with an 18-piece dance
band that made the rounds in the greater Danville area.
Six also fondly remembers Miss Helen Wolff, vocal music
instructor: “She put together a trumpet trio called ‘The
Three Js’ made up of Jimmy Harding, Jean Erven, and
myself. She wrote some of our arrangements and found
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Known Jazz MusicianJack Six: Internationally -

1947 Crescendo Club: Jean
Erven, Jack Six, and Toni

Fillhouer.

Six was a longtime member of the Dave
Brubeck Quartet

venues for us to play. It was an invaluable opportunity for us
to get the feel of playing places other than at school.”

Six graduated from DHS 1948 and worked nights as an iron
pourer at the then-new General Motors plant. Serving in the
U.S. Navy from 1950-1954, Six was in charge of music and
dance bands on the USS Yorktown, USS Shangri-La, and the
aircraft carrier Antietam and began composing and arranging
music. Following his enlistment in the Navy, Six returned to
Danville and Mr. Holl to seek his advice about his future: “I
was wondering…if I should try to make a life as a musician. I
was thinking of applying to Juilliard and went to (Mr. Holl’s)
home and we talked on the back step for a long time. It was
wonderful for me to speak to him, just person to person, for
the first time. He was very frank about how difficult the life of
a working musician could be, but he was very supportive…I
showed him a 12 minute piece I had composed for the (Navy)
concert band while aboard ship in Korea. He asked me to
come back to school to rehearse and conduct it at 8th hour
band practice. I conducted it as he watched from the back of
the room. I must say I remember that as one of the greatest
honors I’ve received in my career.” After seeking Mr. Holl’s
advice,  Six entered the highly regarded Juilliard School of
Music in New York City, where he studied for two years majoring
in composition; his father, Doug Six, commented in 1970:
“Jack knew continuing at Juilliard wouldn’t do him any good.
He was learning little but the elementaries and he’d had all
that.” While studying at Juilliard, Six switched from trumpet to
the bass.

Leaving Juilliard in 1957, he played with a virtual who’s who in the music business,
including Woody Herman, Mitch Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Buddy Morrow, Larry Elgart,
Stan Kenton, and the Dukes of Dixieland. Beginning with large bands and moving
to small combos as the taste in music changed, Six also appeared in the movie,
“The Hustler,” which starred Paul Newman, Jackie Gleason, and Piper Laurie.
Appearing on Broadway, he played in the production of “Thurber’s Carnival.” Six
has played bass on albums featuring Johnny Mathis, Herbie Mann, and Don
Elliott and his Nutty Squirrels. His best-known collaboration was with the Dave

Mr. W. B. Holl John William
Holl (‘45)

Miss Helen Wolff James Harding
(‘47)

Jean Erven
(‘48)



Six - Longtime Member of the

Maroon & White EXTRA!   •   October, 2006                                                                                                       Page 6

Brubeck Quartet starting in 1968. Of Jack Six’s talents
and value to the quartet, Brubeck commented, “On bass
is Jack Six. He’s a Juilliard graduate in trumpet and
composition; he turned bass player because he decided
he loved bass playing better than trumpet playing. But
he used to be a big band trumpet player; a fantastic
composer, arranger, musician – a real all-rounder!” As
Six told in 1991, “I started in 1968 and worked for him for
10 years and returned a couple of years ago. We play
80 to 90 concerts a year.” These concerts of the famed
combo are scheduled not only across the country, but
the world. The standing room crowds that would greet
Six and the quartet included Prince Charles and the late
Princess Diana while performing a gig in Europe. Six
returned the compliments regarding Dave Brubeck in a
August, 2006, interview with The Maroon & White Extra:
“Dave is great composer and has managed to stay
modern and contemporary for his entire musical life. He
is one of the greatest performers on stage that I’ve ever
worked with. He comes alive on stage and the audience
feels it. He seems to draw energy from the people and
send it back to them. The stage is where he lives. I‘ve
seen him so ill at times he could barely walk. As soon as

he walked out on stage and started to play, he was like a
20 year old and actually felt that way…He is soon to be
86 years old and is still traveling the world.”

When asked to identify his favorite musical gig, it was
hard to pin Six down: “Of course, the work with Dave
Brubeck gave me worldwide recognition and probably
was the most important. We did TV worldwide and played
with most of the major symphonies of the world, like
Moscow in 1997 with the orchestra and chorus, but there
are so many others as a working musician for nearly 50
years that it is difficult to know where to start. I’ve been
on over 70 records, both jazz and commercial, plus
dozens of TV and radio (shows). I very much enjoyed
being in the staff orchestra on The Merv Griffin Show
when it was done from New York. In the early years, while
traveling, playing, and recording with the Woody Herman
and Tommy Dorsey Orchestras…Also traveling on the
road with Johnny Mathis and Andy Williams, doing studio
recordings with everyone from Benny Goodman to Gloria
Swanson was wonderful, performing at the White House
for President Reagan…(and) in 1981 becoming the
musical director of the Claridge Hotel Casino in Atlantic

City and leader of the Jack
Six Orchestra.”

Jack Six’s married Dorthy
Sanders from Bismarck;
they were introduced by
Jerry Van Dyke (’51) who
was attending Bismarck High
School for a time before he
graduated from DHS. The
Sixes have two daughters,
Debbie and Jackie, and live
in Pt. Pleasant, NJ. They
also have maintained
ownership of his maternal
grandparents’ farm (the late
Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Cates)
near Cates, IN. He also
maintained his ties with
some of his musical friends
around Danville, including
Dr. John Bromley (’47),
Norman Clem (’48), and Bill
Montgerard (’50). Relating

Jack Six performing in Germany, May, 1994.Six - A virtuoso on the bass.
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 Renowned Dave Brubeck Quartet

May 9, 1978: Jack Six at Bill’s REH Studio.

his current activities, Six states: I am now spending most of my
time composing. I had originally wanted to be a composer…I’ve
been writing since the age of 16 and hadn’t been able to devote
my full time to it until I retired in June, 1998. I’ve lived in the New
York City area for over two thirds of my life, but when I come to
Danville, it still feels like home. I don’t know what it is in Danville
that has spawned so many performers that recognized around
the world, but DHS and (its) Maroon and White have to be part
of it. Remember, there are still many great performers there.
Support them!”

From his home in Point Pleasant, NJ, Jack Six well remembers his
years at DHS as well as its special teachers: “The most pleasant
memories I have of DHS are connected to the auditorium and
that beloved stage, both backstage and on stage. Also walking
the halls to and from classes is something I think of fondly, but
those artistic performances will be with me always.” Yet with a
career that spanned five decades across the continents playing
with a who’s who is music, one of greatest honors in Jack Six’s
career remains the day after he came home from the service and
DHS’ W. B. Holl asked him to conduct the school band as it played
Six’s original composition. There is probably little doubt that Mr.
Holl in his later years thought back more than once to that special
heart-to-heart on his back steps with his special former pupil —
just as Jack Six still does today.

James Westwater (‘37), Accomplished Chemical Engineer, Scientist, and Retired U of I Professor
Dr. James Westwater (’37), honored
University of Illinois chemical engineering
professor emeritus, died March 31, 2006.
Dr. Westwater was active in swimming
while a student at DHS and a member of
the D Association. After his graduation
from DHS in 1937, he won a competitive
scholarship to attend the University of
Illinois and earned his bachelor’s degree
in chemical engineering in 1941. Dr.
Westwater was the first doctoral student
to earn a Ph.D. from the University of

Delaware in 1948. In the fall of 1948, Dr. Westwater began
his 40 year tenure as a Professor of Chemical Engineering
at the U of I, retiring in 1988 as head of the department. Dr.
Westwater earned international distinction in the field of heat
transfer in chemical engineering. The groundsetting research
that he conducted has proven to be a tremendous benefit to
both industry and technology which, in turn, has benefited
the entire population. Dr. Westwater’s work focused on “the
processes that occur in the boiling of liquids and dropwise
condensation. He pioneered in the use of high–speed
photography, linking the camera to the microscope to study

these processes. In 1955, he produced the first film made at
the U of I using these processes. In succeeding years, he
perfected the equipment so that by 1966 he could take pictures
at a speed of 6,000 frames per second with size magnification
of up to 80 times.” Recipient of numerous awards of distinction
throughout his career, he was listed in Who’s Who in America.
Recognized internationally in his field of expertise, Dr.
Westwater made numerous presentations throughout the
nation and the world to share his knowledge with others
interested in heat transfer. With his doctoral students, he
authored over 110 publications and produced 19 research
motion pictures. Dr. Deborah E. Leckband, Westwater
Professor and Head of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering
at the U of I, states: “As a result of his innovative
experimentation, careful analysis, and clear vision of the
relationship between fundamental principles and applications,
his experiments are true engineering classics. They are
recognized worldwide as both fundamentally significant and
vital to many applications.” Dr. Westwater was survived by
his wife, Elizabeth Keener Westwater (’37) of Champaign, as
well as their four children: Barbara Westwater, Urbana; Judith
White, Champaign; David James Westwater, Albion, IA; and
Beverly Moore, Marshalltown, IA.

Dr. James
Westwater

(‘37)



Miss Stapp Fostered Success
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“Katherine Elizabeth Stapp, the white-haired dynamo who
wrote two books on Vermilion County history and once
headed the Illinois Education Association, is dead at 80,”
reported Kevin Cullen in the January 22, 1984, edition
of The Commercial-News. Miss Stapp spent over four
decades teaching in the Danville Schools, with 31 years
spent as an English teacher at Danville High School.
Her numerous achievements as an educator at DHS were
notable as was her dedication to the school and the
young people that she served well for so long, yet Miss
Stapp was an individual whose contributions were varied
and spread across many areas of endeavor.

Born 1903 in Tazewell County, Miss Stapp grew up in
Chrisman, IL, and graduated from its township high
school. She attended Eastern Illinois University and
earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the
University of Illinois. Her mother, her aunt,  and her sister
being teachers, Miss Stapp related in 1967, “It never
dawned on me that I could be anything else!” She taught
one year in Edgar County and two years at Homer before
she started her career in Danville District #118 as an
elementary teacher at the old Lincoln School in 1924.
She moved to Grant School the next year where she
remained for 11 years, not only teaching but coaching
basketball and track. In the fall of 1936, Miss Stapp was
named as the newest member of the DHS English
Department. Her lengthy tenure at DHS would span from
1936 until her retirement in 1967. At first, she instructed
freshmen English classes and, as the years progressed,
Miss Stapp taught sophomores, juniors, and finally

seniors. While she taught American Literature most of
her career at DHS, she enjoyed teaching English
Literature her last years, especially after her visit to Great
Britain. Once when asked what was her favorite subject
to teach, Miss Stapp replied, “I like variety…English
Literature is not required; the student is there because
of choice. Therefore it is especially interesting to teach.”

As Miss Stapp’s career at DHS progressed, her love for
variety became evident. As an English teacher, writing
was always part of the curriculum that she taught. Her
interest in writing prompted her to take over the
advisership of the Maroon & White, DHS’ student
newspaper, in 1943. Through her guidance, the Maroon
& White thrived with active and strong student
involvement. The longest serving adviser of the Maroon
& White in the history of the school, Miss Stapp
continuously and systematically raised the journalistic
standards of the publication, winning numerous
journalism awards along the way. The typical issue was
composed of four pages, with sections devoted to school
news, editorial comments, features, and sports. All the
articles were student-written as well as the headlines.
The newspaper also included a photography staff whose
pictorial work would supplement the written content of
an article. Miss Stapp’s Maroon & White  very much
provided a learning experience. She and the senior
editors taught students the hows of journalism from the
key elements of the lead sentence to holding the reader’s
interest to getting the facts (who, what, when, how, and
why) across in the most verbally economic manner. Miss
Stapp worked hand-in-hand for many of her 24 years of
the helm of the Maroon & White with Miss Helen Conover,
who worked with budding student journalists on the cub
staff, and Miss Esther Cowan, who served as the paper’s
business adviser. Between the three staffs, an average
of 90 students per year were involved with the Maroon
& White. Miss Stapp would edit articles, as needed, and
provide that extra tutorial assistance when appropriate.
Possessed of a dry, keen sense of humor, coupled with
her journalistic knowledge and a love of working with
young adults, many of the students developed a strong
and sustained relationship with Miss Stapp as well as
the other students on the paper; she made hard work
and achievement not only  points of pride, but also
enjoyable. Many a former Maroon & White staffer has
more than a few stories of working feverishly to meet a
pending deadline in the old pressroom in room 340 as
well as some of the resultant hijinx that took place there.

Miss Katherine Stapp taught English at DHS from 1936-
1967 as well as advising the Maroon and White  and

pioneering the Introduction to Teaching program.
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  Via Extra-Curricular Focus
Besides her work with the Maroon & White, Miss Stapp
assisted Miss Ruth Sandeson with the sponsorship of
the Wranglers Club from 1939-1949, a public speaking
organization, and did make-up for decades of dramatic
productions.

Miss Stapp took her profession as an educator very
seriously and remained committed to instructional
excellence and the improvement of the learning
conditions for students and the working conditions for
teachers throughout her career. Miss Stapp was one of
the first presidents of the Danville Educational Association
in the 1940s. After serving three terms as vice-president
of the Illinois Education Association in the 1950s, Miss
Stapp was elected as president of the Illinois Education
Association in 1958; she was the first candidate
nominated from the floor to win the presidency of this
large professional organization which represents the
majority of Illinois’ public school educators. Miss Stapp’s
involvement also included 10 years of service on a joint
National Education Association
– American Textbook
Publishers Institute panel to
assist educators and districts
in textbook selection.

Miss Stapp was a pioneer in
teacher preparation and
developed one of the first high
school-level introduction to
teaching classes in the nation
at Danville High School. In the
late 1940s, Miss Stapp and
some fellow members of a
local educational sorority,
Delta Kappa Gamma, set the
goal to provide an introduction
to teaching class for high
school students. Miss Stapp,
along with Mrs. Mildred Ingram,
Elementary Director, and Miss
Florence Pearson, Principal of
Lincoln and Fairchild Schools,
provided a written proposal to
Mr. E.D. Milhon, DHS Principal,
who approved the plan. The
state gave its permission for a
one-year trial in 1950. Miss
Stapp was the teacher of this

class; besides a thorough coverage of the aspects of
teaching in a lecture and discussion format in her
classroom, each student served as a cadet teacher in a
district school where he or she actually worked with a
teacher and students on an ongoing basis for a portion
of the year. The results were so successful that the state
board of education not only approved the DHS course
permanently, but encouraged other school districts to
institute similar coursework. Miss Stapp was asked to
speak at conferences across the nation on this
pioneering class and numerous educators from across
the country visited DHS to observe the instruction and
application of this outstanding offering. Introduction to
Teaching continued to be offered at DHS for over 20
years.

Miss Stapp’s search for variety never ceased and, in the
1950s, history began to interest and intrigue her. Over a
nine year period from 1958-1967, Miss Stapp’s
Intoduction to Teaching classes compiled a thorough and

Miss Stapp advised the student newspaper, Maroon and White, from 1943 until 1967.
Here she is in the Press Room, Room 340, with the 1944-1945 editors--Jack Bishop,
Harold Lane, Miss Stapp, Marvine Melton, Kenny Nixon, Dorothy Zimmermann, Esther

Brittingham, Miss Cowan, and Jean Hensold. Absent - Bill Hensold.



Stapp Headed State Teachers’
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comprehensive study entitled, “The History of the Public
Schools of Danville, Illinois.” All student-researched and
written and supplemented with photographs, this typed
manuscript is well over 100 pages in length and includes
histories of all Danville public schools and biographies
of many prominent educators. The history of DHS is
especially detailed and developed; the manuscript is a
valuable resource accessed even today. As Miss Stapp
related in the foreword: “Introduction to Teaching became
part of the curriculum of Danville High School in 1950.
Eight years later this project was started. This was the
year the National Education Association was celebrating
its 100th birthday. Someone asked if each school system
had a written history. Danville District 118 did not…Now
it has. About 200 students had a part in the writing of
this history. For nine years each student enrolled in this
course made his contribution. Some parts are better than
others; some sections are incomplete. All will need to be
updated as the years add new events to the history of
the Danville Public Schools.”

Miss Stapp gradually progressed from the history of DHS
and the Danville schools to the history of Vermilion
County. After her retirement in 1967, she collaborated

with local photographer, W.I. “Pop” Bowman in 1968 to
write the first Vermilion County history written since 1930;
this well-acknowledged and much-cited work was entitled
“History Under Our Feet.” Due to the success of this
venture, Miss Stapp teamed up with her former colleague,
retired DHS art teacher Betty Sullenberger (’30), in
compiling “Footprints in the Sands,” a 1975 history that
told the story of 100 representative and prominent
Vermilion County residents. Miss Stapp served as a
member of the board of directors of the Vermilion County
Museum Society and was editor of its quarterly magazine,
“The Heritage,” from 1967-1981, writing many of the
articles herself.

Miss Stapp’s achievements in her many areas of
involvement resulted in numerous honors and awards
over the length of her career. President of the Danville
Business and Professional Women’s Club, she was twice
named as Club Woman of the Year. She was named as
Woman of the Year by The Commercial-News in 1967.
In 1971, the Maroon & White staff decided to establish
a teacher of the year award to be given each spring.
The student newspaper named the award the Sandeson-
Stapp Award, in honor of Miss Ruth Sandeson, retired

Future Teachers of America, 1955--standing: E. Milhon, Miss Stapp, L. Crane, G. Vrentas, S. Sager, C. Pace, D.
Ashby, L. Juvinall, J. Miller, J. Draegert, P. Williams. Seated: D. Wilson, M. Parker, E. High, S. Berg, M. Barrick,

H. Burgheim, and C. Stickler.
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social studies department head, and Miss Stapp. Miss
Stapp was on hand on stage at many of the assemblies
when the award co-named in honor was bestowed.

In the spring of 1971, Danville High School celebrated
its 100 th graduating class. Besides a weeklong
celebration, a special 16-page Centennial Edition of the
Maroon & White was published which highlighted many
of the individuals and events of the school history. The
staff invited Miss Stapp, who had been retired for four
years, to return to DHS and advise the staff on this special
issue which she gladly did, coming to school on a daily
basis for over a month to work her journalistic magic
once more.
Miss Stapp remained active in community activities until
her health began to fail in 1979. She continued to reside

“I have come to respect (Miss Stapp) greatly as an
exceptional teacher and a person who has made significant
contributions to her community and her profession…(as
she retires) from the teaching profession after 43 years of
service, she leaves behind her a record which many will
respect and admire, and few will attain.” – Dr. David Radcliffe ,
Superintendent (1964-1974) on the occasion of Miss Stapp’s
retirement, May, 17. 1967.

“I could not have started teaching with a better example to
follow than you, Katherine Stapp. Thank you for giving your
life to the most noble of all the professions. I knew you as a
woman teaching poetry and then conducting a pilot class
for young people to discover teaching. You allowed the
special young to taste of the ‘apple,’ and many them loved
what they tasted and elevated the profession through their
appreciation and love of truth, knowledge, and their fellow
man.” – the late John C. Sanders , DHS teacher (1955-1986)

“She ruled with an iron hand and that way nothing that wasn’t
worth publishing got past her. I enjoyed it very much.”  —  the
late Gary Coopersmith  (’58)

“Miss Stapp? Reading Vachel Lindsay poetry with all the
“damns” in American Literature class? Adviser of the Maroon
& White? The competitive adviser who tried to write better
headlines faster than her page editors and made us work
harder to do more better, faster, sooner, cheaper, nicer?
The teacher who went to Mr.Milhon to add an M&W staff
position for artist for Fred Carter when a couple of us told
her we needed a staff artist…and got it approved within 10
minutes and (we) dragged him at once from his previous
homeroom to ours? The one who wrote two books on
Danville history? …I still love and admire her!..What a
wonderful teacher! The one who wrote in my Medley under
the photo of Future Teachers of America ‘Missing you!’…She

just one block from DHS in her home at 920 Hazel where
she resided with her sister, Helen, a retired English teacher
from Stephen Decatur High School in Decatur. Miss Stapp
died on January 21, 1984, aged 80, well respected as a
teacher, historian, and educational innovator. Miss Stapp
never lost her interest in and unwavering support for the
students in the Danville schools. Speaking on behalf of
the retired staff of District #118 in a letter she wrote to the
Board of Education on December 31, 1970, Miss Stapp
related: “We are still very much interested in matters
pertaining to education and the schools. If in any way we
can serve the district and the boys and girls of Danville,
let us know.”

was a great woman, journalism teacher and adviser, and
friend to so many of us.”  — Dr. Ron Gillum  (’56)

“As Maroon & White adviser, Miss Stapp was a taskmaster –
she was insistent on quality work. Nothwithstanding that, she
was very encouraging and supportive of her students on the
Maroon & White staff.”– Bruce Meachum  (’67)

“She was a delightful adviser! She created the title Managing
Editor for me…In the 1970s, our daughter, Jan, was Managing
Editor and a couple of years later, our daughter, Laurie, was
Editor-in-Chief…”- Jeanne Stull Scott  (’52)

“Miss Stapp is a deserving subject of ... (a) Maroon & White
Extra! profile,,,a stern, no-nonsense, focused individual who
kept us in line!” – Dr. Herbert J. Smith  (’60)

“Miss Stapp was of the two or three most memorable and
valuable teachers I had while at DHS (John Sanders and
Helen Conover also come quickly to mind). But since it was
Miss Stapp who presided over the Maroon & White, which I
served as Managing Editor during my senior year (1967), it’s
her I have always felt a special bond with. Forty years later, the
newspaper business still puts bread on my table and fills my
soul with satisfaction, and it was Miss Stapp who helped
launch me down that path. She set high standards and had
great expectations for us, and we worked hard to fulfill them.
She encouraged us in our writing, and led me to contribute to

Gary
Coopersmith

(‘58)

Ron
Gillum
(‘56)

Bruce
Meachum

(‘67)

Herbert
Smith
(‘60)

Jeanne
Stull Scott

(‘52)
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Remembrances of Miss Stapp
the Hi-Time pages of The Commerical-News where I
eventually earned a part-time and later summer job. There
Dale Foster and Bill Houpt would further my education in
journalism and expose me to a range of reporting and editing
jobs while I worked on my journalism degree at the University
of Illinois and served as the editor of The Daily Illini in 1970-
71. I landed an internship at the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
in 1969 and started work on the copy desk there when I
graduated in 1971. I am currently senior editor for national
and international news at the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
and will celebrate my 35th anniversary on September 20,
2006. Katherine Stapp gave me the encouragement and
training to make that journey.” – Carl Schwartz (’67)

“I remember Miss Stapp not as a teacher, but as an adviser
to the Future Teachers of America Club. Miss Stapp was a
gracious lady with a sense of humor that gave others and
me the inspiration to become a teacher. It was her insight in
establishing this club which allowed high school students
the opportunity to determine if they wanted to enter the
teaching profession.” – George Vrent as (’55)

“Talk about Miss Stapp —? What a pleasure!! As an English
teacher, she was great!! I remember her stamping around
the classroom reciting poetry. That really turned me on to
poetry. Then Miss Stapp appointed Wayne Barkley and me
as Co-Editors of the Maroon & White. What an experience!
One day at Eastern Illinois University I had a big meeting for
future teachers. I saw Miss Stapp who was going to give a
talk for the students. I was so excited about her coming, that
I ran down the hall and greeted her with these words: ‘Hi! I’m
Joe Stapp!!’ Wonderful person!!” – Dr. Joseph E. Carey  (’43)

“Katherine Stapp was my adviser for the school newspaper,
the Maroon & White, along with being my homeroom teacher
from 1963-65. Miss Stapp was adept at recognizing and
developing talent in the journalism arena as evidenced by
the excellent staff I served with: Diane Hamick, Bonnie Powell,
Sandy Cronkhite, Sue Linn, and Jan Shaffer. Besides being
a talented writer herself, her gift of teaching inspired us all
toward excellence (and Jan Shaffer’s Big 12 pool during 6th

period in the press room was just icing on the cake!!).” –
Cheryl Wayland Risch  (’65)

“I remember Miss Stapp warmly because she seemed like
my mentor in an era when high schools didn’t offer mentors.

I worked with her regularly during my four years on the M & W
staff; she was always interested, available, a rich resource,
but she didn’t ‘run the show.’ A terrific person and a superb
teacher of grammar and composition…” –  Ellen Brittingham
Wyman (’45)

“I remember Miss Stapp with great affection! Her English
classes were ones you would never skip…they opened new
windows. The M & W was fun as well as a great learning
experience under her counsel…just the right restraint on
occasionally over-enthusiastic editors.”  —  Richard “Dick”
Houpt (’44)

“I remember Miss Stapp with great fondness. With her kind
smile and a twinkle in her eye, she was always ready to
offer support. The days I spent in the Maroon and White
newsroom are among my happiest DHS memories.”  —
Jean Haskell Perry  (’55)

“When I think of my preparation to become an educator,
several people influenced my decision. One of those was
Miss Katherine Stapp. Miss Stapp provided those of us at
DHS an opportunity few high school students were allowed
(through the Introduction to Teaching class). She shared
her expertise with us in many ways …class discussions
and lectures, but more importantly, she made it possible for
us to travel to schools to observe and to spend time with
classroom teachers who shared their knowledge with us. I
appreciate the respect and love for education that she had
and passed along to us.” – Janet Graham Alexander  (’65).

“I remember Miss Stapp as an inspiring English teacher,
often reading poetry to her classes. She was my homeroom
teacher. She encouraged me as editor of the Maroon &
White. She gave responsibility and helped you learn by
doing.” – Harold Lane  (’45)

“She was my junior homeroom teacher as I was a feature
writer for the Maroon & White. My senior year I was in her
Introduction to Teaching class. We were very fortunate to
have many excellent teachers at DHS from 1949-1953 and
certainly Katherine Stapp was on that list. She was dedicated
to all of her students and a wonderful credit to her
profession.” - Norma Root Dudley Burc h (‘53)
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DHS Yesteryear
· Gene Bahls (’47) was quarterback of the 1946 football team.

· Valedictorians of the Class of 1987 were Mike Dobbles, Heather Grisham, Cindy Marsh, Amy Serfoss,
Tony Stout, and Jenni Williams.

· Ted Simison (’75) qualified as a semi-finalist of the National Merit Scholarship competition.

· Marcia Stine and Jim Basso were the Best Citizens of the Class of 1963.

· Seven students ran for President of the Student Council for the 1959-1960 school year: Melissa Allen,
Dale Cunningham, Dave Foreman, John Gledhill, Bruce Langdon, Bob Lehnen, and Clint Sandusky.
Bruce Langdon was elected.

· Dick Van Dyke (’44) has returned to his alma mater twice to perform and/or be honored in shows since he
left DHS. On March 16, 1963, during the height of his TV show’s fame, he received a huge welcome in
downtown Danville with 30,000 turning out to see him in a parade. Later that day, he made an
appearance in a Danville Junior College program at the DHS auditorium. Van Dyke also returned to
Danville High School on April 29 – May 1, 2004. He was honored by the school and made
a cameo appearance in DHS’ production of “Bye, Bye Birdie “ in front of
two standing-room-only crowds. Dick Van Dyke currently lives in Malibu.

· One tradition of the Miss Mary Miller’s DHS Players was a Christmas
banquet attended by both current and alumni members. Many such
banquets were held over Miss Miller’s long term as drama coach. The
banquets were usually held in the cafeteria or at a local hotel.

· DHS’ first homecoming king was Mike Maged (’89) who was crowned
October 22, 1988. The 1988 queen was Tasha Lillard. Maged
commented at the time” “At first I thought it was a bad idea, but after the
experience, I feel it should be a permanent activity at DHS.” His
classmate, Alan Heyn (’89), said, “Mike was kind of embarrassed about
being chosen king because he never thought he’d win. So for the week
after Homecoming, every time I saw him I fell to my knees and bowed to
the almighty King Mouse.” DHS still crowns a homecoming queen and
king every fall.

· Phil “Rock” Parker (’43) was a cheerleader as well as class president. He is
well remembered for his “locomotive” cheer. Parker performed it while
carrying a red lantern and being followed by the other cheerleaders (all
male at the time) in the formation of a train. Note: Philip
Parker died this summer in Alabama.

· Anvil Nelson (‘74) won the A. E. Firebaugh Award for
best athlete of his class. A participant and captain of
the football, wrestling, and track teams, Nelson went to
state in wrestling and broke the school record for the
discus throw.

Marsha Stine
Hare (‘63)

Bruce Langdon
(‘60)

Tasha Lillard
Thomas (‘89)

Ted Simison
(‘75)

Philip Parker
(‘43)
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(‘89)

Anvil Nelson
(‘74)
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Danville Community Public School
Foundation, Inc.

Officers and Directors, 2005 – 2006
Ronald Ball

Dr. Wesley Bieritz
Maggie Blanden

            Jane Brown, Treasurer/Co-Marketing Director
Kim Campbell

Steve Diveley, Class of 1978
Shanae Dowell, Class of 1972
Dr. David Fields, Class of 1953
Charles C. Hall, Class of 1965

Cheri Hand, Vice President/Co-Marketing Director
Beverly Kesler, President

Claire Manning
Phyllis Parks, Class of 1957

Carol Olson, Secretary
Margaret Ward, Class of 1938

To be named, DEA Representative
Pete Krainock, Board of Education, Class of 1948

Mrs. Nanette Mellen, Superintendent, Class of 1970

One of the members of the Class of 1956 that returned to Danville High School for its 50th reunion is
one of our most accomplished graduates, Bjorn “Bernie” Elmer. Elmer  came to Danville High School
as a foreign exchange student from Sweden in the fall of 1955. Hosted by Dr. Arthur and Mrs.
Brandenberger and their children Karen (’55) and John (’57), Elmer remembers that “I was very well
received and taken care of as part of the family.” Elmer soon found himself immersed in a variety of
DHS activities from the swimming team to the Dramatic Club, Maroon & White, International Club,
and Student Council. A career member of the Kingdom of Sweden’s foreign service, Elmer served a
variety of diplomatic capacities over a 40 year career, beginning as a translator at the Swedish
Embassy in Prague, Czechoslovakia, in 1964, and culminating as Sweden’s Ambassador to Greece
from 1997-2002. Other diplomatic roles held by Elmer include: postings at Swedish embassies in
India and the United States (1966-1972); various posts at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Stockholm
(1973-1980); counselor for political affairs at the Swedish mission to the United Nations, New York

(1980-1984); Deputy Head of the Swedish delegations to both the Stockholm Conference on (Military) Confidence- and Security-
building Measures (1985-1986) and the Vienna Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (1986-1989); Director of UN
Affairs at the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Stockholm (1983-1989); Ambassador and Head of the Permanent Delegation of Sweden
to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) from 1993-1997; and finally, with the rank of major general
with the Swedish armed forces, Head of the Swedish Contingent to the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission, Panmumjeom,
Korea (2002-2004). Since his retirement in 2004, Elmer has resided in Stockholm with Ulla Hanse, his wife since 1962. They
are the parents of two sons and three granddaughters.

Elmer attributes part of his preparation for his success in the foreign service to his education at DHS: “My studies at DHS…taught
me two things that have been of great value to me throughout my career. One was public speaking; Swedish schools were (and
are) sorely deficient in giving students confidence in addressing even small groups. In Danville, I was invited to speak in and
outside school right form the start and I just had to live up to expectations. That is how I got rid of a bad case of stage fright.
The other thing of great value that I gained was a much improved understanding of the way Americans feel and reason. In the
course of my work, I interacted in many contexts with United States representatives and with few exceptions I had excellent
relations with American counterparts – also in cases where we did not agree in substance. I am convinced that a year of
immersion on American life at an early age can teach you something you can’t pick up from a book. Exactly what that

something is I cannot put me finger on!”

Bjorn Elmer served his nation well as a globetrotter for various
important and sensitive diplomatic causes for 40 years. His first
international posting, however, was at DHS where he
distinguished himself as a good friend to his new classmates
as well as an outstanding student – a precursor of his ultimate
success in his lengthy international diplomatic career. Looking
back 50 years to his year at Danville High School, Elmer
especially remembers two of his teachers: “I would single out
Miss Miller, my teacher of Senior Grammar. Her course helped
me master finer points of the language and I enjoyed being part
of the senior play under her guidance. I also remember Mr. Ross
with special fondness. He was not my teacher, but my coach of
the swimming team. He and Mrs. Ross made a photo album
that recorded the swimming season and gave it to me as a
surprise present.” Elmer explains his enjoyment of his senior
year at DHS as foreign exchange student: “On one level I enjoyed
the amenities of American middle class life, (while) on another
the challenges of schoolwork in a foreign system and a foreign
language. On closer thought, I think what I enjoyed more than
anything was the social experience, living the life of an American
teenager in the 1950s.”

‘56 Grad - Retired Ambassador

Bjorn Elmer (‘56)
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 DHS Alumni Voices

Reunion News

Greatest year of all--the Class of 1943. Marjorie
Hanna, Class of 1943

Several hundred of us (at the reunion of the Danville
High School Class of 1971, the Centennial Class) had
the opportunity to visit Danville ... and some of us were
returning for the first time in 35 years.  One of the most
poignant moments (during an altogether wonderful
weekend) was the hour several of us spent secretly
wandering the halls of DHS. I know many have said this
before, but I want to underscore one of the more
important discoveries we made: Mark Denman’s re-
markable work to enhance the school environment is
truly incredible and deserved special mention. More
than just the Wall of Fame ... the entire school looks

terrific, the auditorium is more gloious
than any of us remember (and some
of us practically lived on that stage),
and the entrie building and grounds
represent some of the finest memo-
ries we have. There were many
impressions of our hometown that are
lasting and joyous, but Mark’s endur-
ing impact on the school is a gift to
the entire community. On behalf of my
many loving friends who came to-
gether that weekend, I just wanted to
say thank you, Mark.   Stuart
Robbins , Class of 1971

Class of 1956

The Class of 1956 celebrated their class reunion on Septem-
ber 29 and 30 at the Danville Inn. Pictured are committee
members: (front left) Beverly (Grear) Grieshiemer, Gladys
(Carey) Davis, Barry Anders, and Ellen (Carson) Anders;
(middle row standing) Beatrice (Cleveland) Brown, Marilyn

(Patterson) Ruffner, Marilyn (Cooper) Swisher, Phyllis
(Timmons) Schendel, Sharon (Prast) Fretty, Arminda (Cham-
bers) Berkowitz; (back row from left) Susan (Bengry) Mohr,

Jerry Block, Bob Jones, and Bill Satterwhite.

Class of 1957
In June of 2007, the Class of 1957 will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of their graduation. The Reunion Committee is
busy making plans for their reunion, “Renewing Old
Friendships.” Anyone who was ever a part of the class,
even if he or she did not graduate, is welcome to attend
the reunion. If you have any information about these
classmates, please call Carol (Smith) Sheets at (217) 443-
2869 or email her at carolsheets@sbcglobal.net. Submit-
ted by Carol Sheets

Class of 1961

Committee members celebrating at their Class of 1961
reunion are: (back left) Mick Courson, and Mike Westfall;
(front left) Carol Courson, Donna Hedges, Pam Starkey,

and Dona Westfall. The highlight of their weekend was the
tour of DHS with Mark Denman, Associate Superintendent.

Stuart Robbins
(‘71)

Pictured from left to right is the Reunion Committee for the
Class of 1966: Pam (Loeffler) Foster, John Bracewell,
Janet (Pittman) Nichols, Curt Wright, Connie (Damery)

White, Kolby Riggle, and Linda Curtis

Class of 1966
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Milestones . . . In Memoriam

The Alumni Office has received notice of the following deaths of Danville High School graduates and staff.

Class of 1972
The Class of 1972 is getting ready to
make plans for their 35th class
reunion. Anyone interested in
helping or chairing this event should
email Deb Wolgamot at
dwog@danville.k12.il.us.

Class of 1996
Members of the Class of 1996 have begun to
finalize plans for their 10-year reunion. On
Friday, October 20, they will host a Tail Gate
Party with a DHS football game and school tour.
A Golf Event at Wolf Creek will be held on the
morning of Saturday, October 21. That evening,
there will be a cocktail hour at Wolf Creek. On
Sunday, October 22, the class will host a picnic
at an as-yet undetermined location. If you are an
alum of the Class of 1996, please send your
contact information to
dhsclassof96@hotmail.com.

Class of 1997
The Class of 1997 is beginning to plan
for their 10 year reunion! Please send
any updated contact information,
including mailing address, phone
number, spouse’s name, and email
address, to
alkegley@danville.k12.il.us. There will
soon be a group email address that will
serve as the hub of the reunion
information! Details of the event are not
yet decided. Please contact Allison
Kegley  today!

Atcher , Patricia , Class of 1974
Brady , Mary Ann (Beagle) , Class of 1934
Ballard, Edna Jean (Campbell) , Class of 1947
Catlett, Anna Jane (Rumbaugh ), Class of 1939
French, Patricia (Pasco) , Class of 1982
Cheak, Mike , Class of 1961
Delahay, Mary Louis (Misch) , Class of 1944
Fox, Russel Norris , Class of 1948
French, David , Class of 1966
Gritton, Mickey , Class of 1974
Hembrey , Rosemary (Burns) , Class of 1943
Knapp, Nancy (Leverenz) , Class of 1944
Kreidler , Ronald , Class of 1948
Lehmann, Archie “Arch” F ., Class of 1935
Lewis, James (Sandman) , Class of 1935

Meharry , Julia (W ilson) , Class of 1933
Mercer , Colleen , Class of 1972
Miller , John S. , Class of 1954
Nelson, William H.”Work” , Class of 1951
Nielson, Sheryl (T ooker) , Class of 1979
Parker , Philip , Class of 1943
Reffett, Shirley (Barkley) , Class of 1946
Seldomridge, Steve , Class of 1966
Steiger , Robert S teven , Class of ex 1955
Stewart, Phyliss (Collins) , Class of 1964
Swearingen, Harlan , Class of 1943
Taylor , Judy (W illiamson) , Class of 1955
Truskosky , John W . Sr., Class of 1960
Yarusinsky , Mary Ellen (W alter),  Class of 1936

Class of 1971

Class Officers from the Class of 1971 celebrate at their
35th reunion in July. From left: Terry Williams, Student

Council President; Toni (Kendall) Stephens, Class
Historian; Mike McColm, Class Vice-President; Lou Ann
(Lemaire) Pyle, Class Secretary-Treasurer; and Conny

(Gruelle) McClintock, Class President.

Class of 1976

The Class of 1976 held their 30th reunion in July. The
reunion committee would like to thank everyone for

attending. Pictured from left to right: Monretta
(Melzeer) Gutterridge, Janet (Brown) Leroy, Julie
(Ashcraft) Patterson, Mark Gale, Julie (Sheahan)

Alesi, and Bob Arnholt.

Troy Hatton  (‘93), staff member
at the University of Illinois, has
been selected by Head Football
Coach Ron Zook as the team’s
strength coach.
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Son Honors Legacy of His Parent s Through a New DHS Scholarship
Dr. Douglas Mathisen (’66), nationally recognized tho-
racic surgeon and member of the DHS Wall of Fame,
recently established the Arthur and Virginia Mathisen
Principal’s Scholarship in honor of his late parents. Dr.
Mathisen’s father, Arthur Mathisen, worked at DHS from
1950-1980 in an exceptional 30-year career that in-
cluded effective and loyal service as a teacher, head
basketball coach, athletic director, dean of boys, assis-
tant principal, and culminating as principal from 1969-
1980; Mrs. Mathisen was also a visible and active pres-
ence at DHS sporting and extra-curricular events during
those many years. Dr. Mathisen related, “I owe a lot to
my time at Danville High School and I know if my par-
ents were still alive they would greatly appreciate a
scholarship in their honor…I will leave it to the discre-
tion of the principal to decide how to choose this individual. Knowing my mother and father, I think they would like a
combination of scholastics and athletics, and that the person is a deserving candidate.” Dr. Mathisen contributed
$5,000 as the first installment towards endowing this annual $1,000 scholarship. The first recipient of the Arthur and
Virginia Mathisen Principal’s Scholarship was Darren Bryant (’06); an honor roll student and basketball team member;
Bryant attends Y’ouville University in Buffalo where he studies accounting and hotel management.

Art and Virginia Mathisen showing how it’s done
at a 1974 DHS dance.

Progress on DHS’ new track being constructed on the
old practice field. View is from Springfield Cemetery

looking south towards DHS.

Danville High School’s new all-weather track is nearing completion and dedication of the facility is tentatively
planned for a date in November at the site. The donor entrance wall is scheduled to be unveiled at this ceremony.
Any contribution of $100 or more will be permanently acknowledged on the donor wall. Contributions of $1000 or
more will allow the donor to include an image or logo on the plaque. TriGard of Danville is designing and installing
the beautiful donor medallions and plaques to permanently recognize the generosity of the loyal supporters of
DHS. Please join us at this celebratory occasion when our new all-weather track is dedicated. Check our website
or the newspapers for updates on the ceremony and regarding its definite date and time.

New DHS All-W eather Track Nearing Completion

*Donations received from May 2 to September 1 1, 2006.

Beard, Don & Helen
Black, Representative
   William
Carmichael, William &
   Caryn
Cheney, Richard &
   Patricia
Danner, Fred & Suzie
Dines, Max & Sue
First Midwest Bank

Grubb, Stanley & Ann
Herbold, M. Kay
Jeakins, D. L. & Kristi
Johnsen, Montfort & Marie
Jordan, Matt & Jill
Karakas, Robert & Barbara
Koehn, H.F.K. Foundation
Lamar, Kelcey
Lyman, Marilyn
Martinek, Shelley & Tom

Track Donations  in Honor of Lloyd Lucas
Mellen, Tom & Nanette
Pipkin, Dan & Dorothy
Poulos, Peter & Patricia
Swift, Elaine
Tanner, Van, Judy, & Cindy
Taylor, Charles & Marilyn
Thalman, Bill & Marilyn
Thornsbrough, Carl
Vaughn, Fred & Pamela
Wolgamot, Deb

Brian, Mary Alice
Campbell, Rand
DHS PE Department
DeLong, Betty
Denman, Marjorie
East Park Elementary
   School
Foster, Pam
Freas, Muffie
Grant, Carolyn
Holtz, Delores
Ingargiola, Nancy

Contributors to the DHS T rack Project*
Jackson Building Staff
Keeling, Char
Kesler, William and
   Beverly
Kuhn, Linda
Medcalf, Sue (Krainock)
Meyer, John P.
McClintock, Constance
Northeast Magnet
   School
North Ridge Middle
   School

Overmyer, Margaret
Reynolds, Jan
Snyder, Sara
South View Middle
   School
Southwest Elementary
   School
Walz, Russell E.
Wayland, William &
   Mary
Young, Lou Ann
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FYI - Donations have been recorded through September 11, 2006.  Directory information collected in the Alumni Office for the DHS
Alumni Association will be shared only for the purposes of reunion planning unless you notify us not to share your information.

Danville Community Consolidated School District #1 18
Board of Education

   Harold “Pete Krainock (‘48), President    •  Dr. Randal Ashton
Daniel Brown (‘74)    •    Greg Hilleary (‘77)

 Gina McGuire (‘87)   •   Leon Parker (‘79)   •   Judd Peck (‘72)

Mrs. Nanette Mellen  – Class of 1970
Superintendent
Danville School District 118

Mr. Mark Denman - Class of 1971
Associate Superintendent

Danville School District 118

From the Alumni Office . . .
2007 Membership s

Are Now Due
Please contact us with alumni
news and information or with any
questions or concerns regarding
errors or omissions.

Mary Shutt, Coordinator
(217) 444-1601
shutt99@danville.k12.il.us

Deb Wolgamot (‘72), Secretary
(217) 444-1516
dwog@danville.k12.il.us

District 1 18 Website
Check us out on the on the district
website at:

www .danville.k12.il.us
For Danville High School news, go to
Our Schools, Danville High School,
About Us, to find Alumni News or
Wall of Fame information.

Memory W alk Pavers
Joyce L. Corley
John P. Meyer
Leo S. Rayl
Jan Reynolds

Class of ‘56’ s Reunion Gif t
The Class of 1956, in honor of its 50th anniversary
and reunion, has decided to make a second
class gift to DHS. Its first gift, donated in 1956,
was the original ornamental wrought-iron gate
and plaque which was placed at the entrance
of Ned Whitesell Field. The class has decided
to make a second gift in honor of the 50th

anniversary of its graduation. The class has
asked its members to make contributions to
DHS to support programming to help students
stay in school and to increase the DHS
graduation rate. The four class valedictorians
(Barbara Bailey Kessel, Elsie Walker Morey,
James Cunningham, and Ron Gillum) have
agreed to match the donations up to a total of
$2500. Initial donors include: Jake Bleveans,
Raymond Brown, Sharon Clarkin, James
Cunningham, Ron Gillum,  Jenna Johnson,
Linda Kuhn, and Elsie Morey. Other Class of
1956 donations have been received from Linda
Kuhn and Mary Lu Wahl for music and athletics.
An update on the Class of 1956 gift, with all
donors, will be included in the winter edition of
The Maroon & White Extra!

Donors
Bicek, Dolores
Cleveland, Georgienne
Hanes, Sandra
Lowenstein, Eleanor
Medcalf, Sue
Seyfert, Christel
R. E. Wienke

Carter, Frederick E.
Dolan, Linda Kaye
Jham, Janine E.
Jones, Don P.
Juvinall, Ron L.
Kuhn, Linda
Mervis, Louis L.

Lifetime Membership s
DHS Alumni Association

Osborne, Laura L.
Puccini, Margaret A.
Smallwood, Marilyn
Swisher, John
Szabo, Carolyn
Tanner, John P.
Werner, Joe

Ticket booth at 1956 production of
Andy Hardy.

In appreciation of the service of David Groves (‘79) of the Danville District #118 Board of Education--member (2001-2006) and
President (2003-2006). Mr. Groves resigned from the board October 2, 2006, but plans to remain active in the community.



Join the DHS Alumni Association or Renew Your Membership for 2007

If you would like to be a member of the Danville High School Alumni Association and have not already joined,
please complete the form below and send it with the $10 yearly dues to the Alumni Office. Lifetime memberships
are also available for a one-time payment of $100. Your membership will provide for the expense of preparing
and mailing three issues of the Maroon & White Extra!  to your home for a year’s membership as well as providing
the opportunity to support worthy projects at the school.

Name(s) _________________________________________________  (Maiden) _________________________

Address  ___________________________________  City _____________________ State ____  Zip ________

Home Phone ______________________  Email Address ___________________________________________

Graduation Year _______________   or Years Attended ____________________________________________

If interested, please mark any of the following items, enclose your check for the appropriate amount made payable to
Danville Community Schools Foundation  (tax deductible) and mail to:

DHS Alumni Association, Attention: Mark Denman, DHS Alumni Association, 516 N. Jackson, Danville, IL  61832

___ Join the  DHS Alumni Association (three newsletters a year)  $ 10/Year
___   Renew Membership for 2007                                                                              $ 10/Year
___   Lifetime Membership  (with newsletters)                                                                      $100

Support Danville High School through a designated donation $ ______
___ New Track/Athletic Field ___ Specific Athletic Programs
___ Music Program ___ Library Renovations
___ Other ___________________________________________________________

         (Please specify amount and specific program or sport)

Support the Danville Community Public School Foundation and/or Alumni Office
          ___ Basic Donation $ ______

Memory Walk  - Building Education . . . Brick by Brick Campaign
___ Brick Paver                   Name as you wish it to be engraved on the brick :

(Tree or bench also available)           (Limit of 2 lines/14 characters each line) $100
  __________________________________________

  __________________________________________

DHS Alumni Association
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Endowment or Bequest - If you would like to make arrangements for an
endowment or bequest to benefit Danville High School for one of its programs,
please contact the Alumni Office (Mary Shutt, Alumni Coordinator) for information
at (217) 444-1061 or Mark Denman at (217) 444-1009.



DANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
202 E. Fairchild Street
Danville, IL  61832
(217) 444-1596
(217) 444-1593 Fax
www..danville.k12.il.us

  Danville High School . . .
           promotes school success and nurtures lifelong learners.
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Gary Tidwell Selected As the New DHS Basketball Coach
Danville High School boys basketball will start its second century of competition under the leadership of a new
head coach, Mr. Gary Tidwell. A familiar face at DHS, Tidwell has taught P.E. and served as assistant boys
basketball coach since 1999, working as the varsity assistant as well as the junior varsity and freshman
coach. Recently named to the Illinois State High School Association’s (IHSA)) Top 100 Legends List of Illinois
boys basketball by a statewide election by hardwood fans, Tidwell was a member of the Class A state
championship team as a sophomore at Pana (1988) as well as a member of the Class A third and second
place teams as a junior (1989) and senior (1990), respectively, at Prairie
Central High School located in Fairbury. He was named as a member of
all of the all-state teams his senior year and shares the Illinois record for

Class A playoff appearances. A recipient of a basketball scholarship at Olivet Nazarene
University, he was a valuable member of its basketball team. Tidwell held earlier basketball
head coaching positions at Villa Grove and Decatur St. Teresa before he began his tenure
at DHS in 1999. Charlie Strasburger, one of Illinois most successful high school basketball
coaches, is his step-father and was his coach at both Pana and Prairie Central. Tidwell
is enthusiastically anticipating his first season as the Vikings head basketball coach:
“I’m really looking to the opportunity. Being in the program for the past seven years, I
believe, will help the transition. Most, if not all of the players, have played for me at
Danville…we also have some young, talented players returning…there are a lot of talented
kids in Danville (who) need to believe we can get it done!” Coach Tidwell hit the ground
running as soon as he was appointed to the coaching position last May; “I believe that
players are made during the summer and teams develop during the season. We (got)
guys in the gym right away…to use our time (last summer) to work on individual
improvement so that we (will) have better players when the season starts in November.”
Coach Tidwell and his wife Stephanie reside in Danville with their two pre-school age
sons, Elijah and Isaiah.

Gary Tidwell

Gary Tidwell with the Class A
state runner-up trophy that his
high school team won in 1990.


